JOY N. HODGES
President
Alexandria, LA

JOHN "MIKE" MERRITT
1st Vice President
Minden, LA

EDWARD E. SMITH
2nd Vice President
Ruston, LA

RONALD A. CHANCE
3rd Vice President
Mora, LA

W.F. "BILL" WIEGER
Treasurer
Alexandria, LA

C. A. ‘BUCK’ VANDERSTEEN

Executive Director

CLYDE M. TODD, JR.

Logging Council/Program Coordinator

JANET TOMPKINS
Editor & Media
Relations Coordinator

KARLA BLALOCK
Administrative Assistant

DEBBIE DODD
Receptionist/Tree Farm

DEBRA JORDAN
Bookkeeper/Secretary

THE LOUISIANA FORESTRY ASSOCIATION

TELEPHONE: {318) 443-2558 « P.O. DRAWER 5067 s ALEXANDRIA, LOUISIANA 71307-5067 ¢ www.laforestry.com

February 4, 2002

Mr. John Greis

Mr. David Wear

SFRA Program Managers

USDA Forest Service, Southern Region
1720 Peachtree Road, NW

Atlanta, GA 30367

RE: Comments on the Draft Forest Resource Assessment
Dear John and David,

The Louisiana Forestry Association (LFA) is a statewide non-profit, trade
association representing more than 3,000 forest landowners, loggers, and forest
industry throughout Louisiana. Our purpose is to promote the health and
productivity of Louisiana forests through the practice of sustainable forestry.

We commend you for your dedicated efforts in organizing and managing a diverse
group of issues and researchers in developing the Southern Forest Resource
Assessment (SFRA). The SFRA is a milestone in the long history of research on
southern forests and significantly contributes to our understanding of forest
conditions and trends in the region.

Much of what Louisiana, other southern states in the region, and the national forest
products industry do to promote sustainable forestry goes unheralded and is not
given much attention in the SFRA. Nevertheless, these efforts make a substantial
contribution to the long-term health and productivity of the South’s forests. LFA
requests you include the various contributions of private landowners, loggers,
industry, and academia to the sustainability and health of southern forests.
Particularly noteworthy are contributions to state reforestation programs,
development of Best Management Practices with state water quality agencies, and
developing training programs for landowners, loggers, and industry in sustainable
forestry principles.

LFA urges the Forest Service to prioritize its regular research programs to address
future research needs rather than undertake any new initiatives directly based on
this Assessment. We believe the Forest Service should direct its limited resources
on improving and expanding data collection for the Forest Inventory Analysis and
research areas that have a direct impact on sustainable forestry.

Thank you again foy, your extraordinary efforts with the SFRA and we appreciate
sideration/of these comments.

9é—m'

] > Vandersteen
Executive Director



